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The surprisingly small amount of the u&h m ‘.

inn Sir Walter Hesant, $35.000, has glven o new
Eugland st least, to the discussion of the pecuninry ml:il

suthorship.  Matthew Arnold's estate of $5000 s res

n-rmhr-rd and Dickeny’ §1,500,000 recalled as the exeeption

that proves the rule,

Now an 1o Sir Walter Besant. The amount of his estate

provea nothing regarding the rewards of authorship, without

nrideration of the umounts he spent in living from year
year. e might have léft much more by maving; he

might bave left much less by living on a larger seale,

Hls wir an exceptional case in many ways, and the pop-

ular novelist, whethar he lives like a prince in Jtaly, pur-
chases » city home with the proceeds of & single book, or
retives 1o a vast donain in the south on the earnings of »
life's work. certainly needs no consolation in his misfortune,

But even the average literary worker, the "haek,™ makes

out far better than the average lawyer or physician, pre-
vided, of course, that ke bHe well equipped for his life's
work | that ix, he must be able ta turn his hand to anything
within the domain of bis trade, from the editing of & weekly
or monthly net:etln al in an emergency to the writing of a
sreditable navel or “pet boiler™ of almost sy kind.

« & & »
The croakers. however, are mostly specialists in a pre-

fession where wversatility in tmpetatively needed. Some of
them stand on their dignity &s novelists, others sa poets,
which ia well enough if they have the talent to support
their pretentions,  But if they be merely intended foy the
loftily despised “hack™ work, and scorn to learn that humbler
trade, which ean be made #o profitable, they are inclined,
when failure and poverty overtake them, tn blame the pro.

feasion instead of their own mistaking of their tastes or
!tur.l!!.
" !
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Aln ¢ or Februaey has o steilds sea picture on the
] il marine Huvor in “Rivers
at alt ext nely anteresting article by Theo-
Waters and "“The Spread Eagles," a sailer atory by
lin McKay I'ne leading article, however, is “Marshal)
| ant,” by Richard Linthiewm, a graphic study
W it in all the world and at the

2 ool American public characters

of i nen, by Frank S. Arnett, miakes
ple nt 1 I'he writer bandles a mass of
1 t | in witly, nervous style. “The Window
the by Hars Suth d, i3 a careful and
r | tudy of the eye fveqied with the quaing
| | ew of humor Profit iaring With Em-
ey by | E. Armstrong, in the Kind of article that

bt 1o intereat ~-.rr_,-f'. dy working for a living, either

t yer ye These articles are  elaborately
strated from phot n.u(u s which, with the drawings ae
ing Ainalee’s fictian, continue 1o make the maga-

¢ very attractive to the casusl eye, ©Of the stories. "As
e Plangaant Locke™ by Duncan Campbell Secott, iy &

anatian episode st once picturesque and dramatic,. *“The

Women,"” by Justus Miles Forman, has & fan-
' r]rrlr'-n‘!|1E.wt.‘.r:'gﬂ°ﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂ!
ance of Rafael Sabatini; “Brad Betts, Shep-
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herd,™ by W. R. Lightan, is a delighiiully tender story, of
ompass hroad ent
West and enllege graduates of the East. “A Stery that
fawes Told,” by Stepken Moore, reads rapidly and bas

to include the sheepmen of the

na in it "Tepics of the Theater” and sundry wverses
nplete & wvery satisfactory number. (Street & Smith,

i
publizthers, New York.)
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Importance of Punctuation.
The Importance of punctuation is eccasionally impressed

upsn us in & practical way, The substitution of & semi-
eolon for & comms in a Massachusetis statute stopped the
sale of lguor all through ths State under certain condi-
[tions during certain hours. The Kansas editor who pub-
| lished an item reading, "Two young men from Leotl went
with their girls to Tribune to attend the institute, and a8
|m:m as they left, the girls got drunk,” realized afterward
that he would be better off if he hud printed the second
comma after “girls,” where it belonged. And now Senatos
[Hoar is blamed by his [talian and P

Lrcsuge he said in an address on immigration: “Tha

who is in every respect fit for citizenship ie mw

the Portuguese or Itallan who is absolutely Hﬂ-
mitted.” This got inte print with the phrase, “who ;
solutely unfit,” set off by commas, which mude the o
read as i it dnll.m‘ that all Portuguese and w *
sbsolutely unfit for citizenship.
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